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An Opportunity Not To Be Missed!!

Kia ora tatou,

With what appear to be never-ending economic challenges affecting many businesses across

various sectors, in the lead‑up to Budget 2026, I’m delighted to announce that Business North

Harbour is hosting the Minister of Finance, Hon Nicola Willis, for an exclusive pre‑Budget

address - the only event of its kind before Budget Day.

The Minister will share insights into the economy, the fiscal challenges ahead and how the

upcoming Budget will support a stronger New Zealand.

This event will be a sell-out, so register early to ensure that you don’t miss this exclusive

opportunity to engage with the Minister, hear what she has to say and participate in the Q&A

session following her presentation. Tickets are availablehere.

We look forward to seeing you there 😊

Ngā mihi mahana,

KEVIN O’LEARY

General Manager

Upcoming Workshops & Events

Upcoming BNH Events

Men At Breakfast

Join us for an inspiring and thought‑provoking morning with one of New Zealand’s most dynamic

leaders.

 

David Downs has built an extraordinary career across both the private and public sectors and is

newly appointed CEO of Education New Zealand Manapou ki te Ao. Alongside this, David is a

consultant and highly respected board director, including Chair of The Icehouse and the Hi‑Tech

Trust.

 

Beyond his impressive professional achievements, David’s story is one of resilience, reinvention,

and perspective. A former comedian and TV and radio actor, semi‑finalist for New Zealander of the

Year, published author, and cancer survivor, David brings humour, honesty, and insight to

everything he does. He is also an Ambassador for the Malaghan Institute of Medical Research and

a living example of the life‑changing impact of advanced cancer treatment.

 

Over breakfast, David will share reflections from his diverse journey — from leadership and

innovation to navigating adversity and finding silver linings — offering practical wisdom and

inspiration for both life and business.

 

This is a powerful opportunity to connect, reflect, and be inspired as we launch what promises to be

a meaningful new event series.

Breakfast will be provided. Please ensure that you email us with any dietary requirements at least 5

working days prior to the event.

Register Now

The BNH Business Expo 2026

We’re thrilled to announce the return of the Business North Harbour Business Expo in 2026. It’s

back — bigger, bolder, and packed with opportunity. 

Following the incredible success of our previous events, this highly anticipated expo is your chance

to showcase your business, build meaningful connections, and expand your

network within the BID community. 

Designed as a vibrant, high energy event, the BNH Business Expo brings local businesses together

in one dynamic space to connect, collaborate, and be discovered. 

Think of it as a mini business expo — an engaging platform where BNH members and associate

members can put their business in the spotlight, spark conversations, and uncover new

opportunities. 

Register Now

 

https://businessnh.org.nz/
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/PreBudgetLuncheon
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/MenBreakfast
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/BusinessAfter5NetworkingBusinessShowcase2026


Pre-Budget Luncheon

Join the Minister of Finance, Hon Nicola Willis, for an exclusive pre‑Budget address hosted by

Business North Harbour - the only pre‑Budget event the Minister of Finance is delivering.

Ahead of Budget 2026, the Minister will share insights into the Government’s economic priorities,

the fiscal challenges and choices ahead, and give a sense of how the upcoming Budget will support

a stronger New Zealand economy.

This is a rare opportunity to hear directly from the Minister in the lead‑up to Budget Day and get an

early feel for what lies ahead.

A Q&A session will follow the presentation.

Members are invited to submit questions in advance to comms@businessnh.org.nz.

Register Now

Health & Safety Reform Webinar

Join our FREE webinar to understand what the Health and Safety at Work Amendment Bill could

mean for your business.

 

New Zealand’s health and safety laws are set to undergo their most significant changes

since the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 — and these reforms may directly affect how you

manage risk, meet your obligations, and operate day to day.

 

You’re invited to this practical, informative webinar where we’ll break down the proposed changes,

explain what’s really shifting, and help you understand what actions you may need to take

to stay compliant.

Register Now

Networking & Nibbles: Hosted by Livewell

Join us for our next Networking & Nibbles event hosted at Livewell — a new kind of retail

experience redefining how we shop for older adults and mobility solutions.

 

Livewell celebrates ageing with confidence and style, offering a curated collection of beautifully

designed mobility and lifestyle products from the world’s most trusted innovators. Every item is

chosen to elevate everyday living through quality, comfort, and refined design.

Register Now

First Aid Workshop With St John

A customer or one of your staff needs urgent medical assistance. You are the first and possibly the

only person there to respond. You’ve rung 111, and the St John Ambulance is on its way. What you

do in the next 4-12 minutes before the St John Ambulance arrives could save that

person's life.

St John has designed a two-hour workshop to up-skill staff. Attendees will be shown how to deal

with the five most common situations they are likely to encounter in their workplace environment

which could be a cardiac arrest, a falling injury, or a person cut and badly bleeding. The aim of this

workshop is to up-skill staff to compliment, or assist, your fully trained first aiders.

Register Now

Upcoming Community Events

Do You Know How To Manage Medical Incapacity?

mailto:comms@businessnh.org.nz
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/PreBudgetLuncheon
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/HealthSafetyReformWebinar1
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/BNHNetworkingandNibblesLivewell
https://businessnh.zohobackstage.com/FirstAidWorkshopwithStJohn


Managing medical incapacity is one of the toughest responsibilities for any employer. When an

employee is frequently unwell, recovering from injury, or unable to perform their role, it can be

hard to know what’s fair, what’s required, and what to do next. 

 

Join HR expert Sylvie Thrush Marsh for a practical, in‑person seminar designed for small business

owners and people leaders. You’ll learn how to navigate sick

leave, long‑term absence, return‑to‑work plans, accommodations, and, when necessary, ending

employment lawfully and compassionately. 

 

Join this session and give yourself the confidence to handle complex situations with clarity and

care.

Book Your Spot

Don’t Miss The North Shore Career Expo

Business North Harbour is proud to support the Tāmaki Makaurau Regional Schools Career Expo

2026, and we’d love for you to be part of it. This is a great opportunity to connect with over 3,000

North Auckland students, showcase your industry, and help inspire the next generation of talent.

The expo will be held at North Harbour Stadium on Wednesday 20th May (4:00pm – 7:30pm) and

Thursday 21st May (9:30am – 2:30pm and 4:00pm – 7:30pm). Your involvement can make a real

difference in helping students explore career pathways beyond the usual options.

Contact Ines Roberts at iroberts@chamber.co.nz for more information.

Register Now

Book Your Earlybird Seat. Celebrate Youth Excellence. Win A Luxury Stay.

The AIMES Youth Excellence Awards are one of the most inspiring nights on the North Harbour

calendar — a powerful celebration of young people achieving extraordinary things across Arts,

Innovation, Music, Education & STEM, Sport, and Service to the Community & Sustainability.

Taking place on Friday 21st November 2026 at the Grand Millennium Auckland, this black-tie gala

brings together business leaders, educators, community champions and families to honour the next

generation of excellence — and this year, there’s an added incentive to book early.

Book your tickets or table by 31st May 2026 and you’ll automatically go in the draw to win a

luxurious one-night stay for two at the Grand Millennium Auckland — the perfect city escape to

enjoy before or after the awards night.

There’s nothing extra to do. Simply secure your place at the Awards and you’re in.

The lucky winner will be announced on Friday 6 November 2026, with all ticket bookings required to

be paid in full by this date to remain eligible. If the winner has already booked accommodation

directly through the Grand Millennium website, the prize may be refunded for one night’s stay or

used as a voucher for a future visit, subject to availability.

The prize includes one night’s accommodation for up to two people, in a run-of-house room,

courtesy of Grand Millennium Auckland. The voucher is non-refundable and subject to availability.

Refunds can only be processed for accommodation booked directly with the hotel; bookings made

through third-party providers must be managed with those platforms directly.

An unforgettable evening. A celebration of youth excellence. And the chance to wake up

somewhere rather special.

Book Your Spot

NZ Sign Language Week

Sign Language Week is a celebration of connection — a reminder that language is not just spoken,

but felt, seen, and shared.

From 4th–10th May, Aotearoa comes together to honour New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL), a

language that carries the stories, identity, and pride of the Deaf community. The week invites us to

open our minds, our hands, and our hearts. It challenges us to imagine a country where every voice

— signed or spoken — is valued, understood, and welcomed. By learning even a single sign, we

take part in something bigger: a movement toward true inclusion, where communication has no

barriers and belonging is for everyone.

Learn More

May Is Harbour Hospice Awareness Month

https://www.myhr.works/nz/events/managing-medical-incapacity-albany
mailto:iroberts@chamber.co.nz?subject=
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This May, show your support for Harbour Hospice Awareness Month — because the care they

provide to tūroro/patients and their whānau in our community really matters. With community

support, Harbour Hospice can deliver the right care, in the right place, at the right time. This

month, every donation is matched dollar for dollar, doubling the impact thanks to generous local

partners. If you’re in a position to give, we’d encourage you to get behind this. And if not, sharing

this information is a simple way to help.

To get your business more involved, contact Jodi on jodi.preston-thomas@harbourhospice.org.nz or

021 984 904.

BNH is proud to support a service that’s here for our community when it matters most.

Support Harbour Hospice

Go Green Expo Returns To Wairau Valley

This May, the Go Green Expo is returning to Eventfinda Stadium in Wairau Valley for a full weekend

focused on sustainability, innovation, and practical ways to reduce environmental impact — at

home and in business.

Why this matters for your business. Sustainability is no longer just a trend — it is increasingly

shaping customer expectations and business operations. The Expo is a chance to explore products,

services and ideas that could help your business operate more efficiently and responsibly.

You’ll find exhibitors from across Aotearoa showcasing solutions such as:

•  Renewable energy and energy-saving technologies

•  Waste reduction and low-impact packaging options

•  Sustainable office and kitchen supplies

•  Eco-friendly cleaning and maintenance products

•  Natural health and wellbeing solutions

More than just an expo. Alongside the exhibition floor there will be workshops and expert talks

covering energy efficiency, waste reduction, and adopting greener practices in everyday operations

— practical insights you can apply directly to your workplace.

Whether you’re looking to future-proof your business, connect with like-minded suppliers, or simply

get inspired, the Go Green Expo offers something worthwhile.

Event details

Go Green Expo · 16th & 17th May · 9am–4pm · Eventfinda Stadium, Wairau Valley

Get Your Tickets

Meadowood Community Crèche Fundraiser — Donations Sought

Meadowood Community Crèche is seeking support from local businesses for its upcoming Quiz &

Silent Auction Night on Saturday 23rd May 2026.

The crèche is looking for donations such as:

•  Service vouchers (e.g. treatments, consultations)

•  Gift cards or store credit

•  Products or gift packs

•  Experiences or activity passes

In return, your business will be promoted to the local community, with:

•  Recognition during the event

•  Exposure on the crèche Facebook page

•  A feature in the monthly newsletter to families

•  Acknowledgement in the Meadowood Centre community newsletter

It’s a great opportunity to support local families while raising awareness of your business.

To get involved, contact Nathalia Cagna on 027 517 9826 or creche@meadowood.co.nz.

Find out more: meadowood.co.nz/About-Creche  ·  Facebook

Get Involved

The 2026 Women’s FIH Nations Cup — Volunteer And Spectator Information

New Zealand will host the 2026 Women’s FIH Nations Cup, featuring eight international teams

including the Vantage Black Sticks, at the North Harbour National Hockey Centre on Bush Road,

Rosedale, from 15th–21st June. Find fixtures, ticket reservations and volunteer opportunities at the

link below.

Reserve Your Ticket

April Updates From Business.govt.nz

Stay In The Know
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Business.govt.nz and other New Zealand Government channels are continually sharing the latest

updates, tools, and guidance to help businesses stay informed and prepared.

If you’ve got questions or need a hand, the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment

(MBIE) is here to support you. Small Business Freephone: 0800 424 946

Visit Business.govt.nz

Major NZ Tax Changes Ahead: Is Your Business Ready?

Recent updates from Inland Revenue highlight several important tax changes that could impact

businesses this year. From 1 April 2026, KiwiSaver contribution rates have increased to 3.5% for

both employers and employees, including eligibility for younger workers aged 16–17. Businesses

should ensure payroll systems are updated and be prepared to manage temporary rate reduction

requests where applicable.

There are also new rules around fringe benefit tax (FBT), giving businesses more flexibility in how

certain benefits — such as vehicles, gift cards, and reimbursements — are treated. Reviewing how

these are currently handled could help ensure compliance while potentially improving tax

efficiency.

Another key change is the introduction of “Investment Boost,” a tax incentive that allows

businesses to claim a 20% deduction on new business assets like equipment, machinery and work

vehicles. This provides a valuable opportunity to reduce your tax bill while investing in growth.

Read More

Tips To Reduce Your Tax Bill

You must pay tax, but you might be able to decrease the amount you pay. Business.Govt has top

tips to help you reduce your tax bill while following the rules.

Find Out More

Make Tax Time Easier

Tax time doesn’t have to be stressful. Learn how to prepare for it, how to keep track of your

records, and what systems to use to avoid surprises.

Find Out More

Have You Heard Of The Healthy Business Checklist?

Running a business comes with constant change, and having the right foundations in place can

make all the difference. The Healthy Business Checklist from business.govt.nz is a simple, practical

tool designed to help businesses stay resilient and prepared.

The checklist covers key areas every business should review regularly, including insurance,

cashflow, business continuity planning, and relationships with staff, customers, and suppliers. It’s

not about overcomplicating things — it’s about making sure the basics are strong so your business

can handle challenges when they arise.

For example, having a clear continuity plan means you’ll know how to keep operating during

disruptions. Keeping on top of your finances and maintaining a cash buffer can help you manage

rising costs or unexpected downturns. And strong relationships can provide valuable support when

it’s needed most.

What makes the checklist so useful is how easy it is to apply. You can work through it at your own

pace and focus on the areas that matter most to your business right now.

If you’re a local business owner, now is a great time to take a few minutes to review your business

health. Work through the Healthy Business Checklist and identify one or two areas you can improve

this month. Small steps now can make a big difference later.

Read The Checklist

Fuel Price Rises: Steps To Protect Your Business

https://www.business.govt.nz/
https://www.business.govt.nz/
https://www.business.govt.nz/news/tax-changes-roundup
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Changes in fuel prices can increase the cost of doing business. This can affect how you choose to

run your day-to-day operations. Look after yourself, your business and your employees with:

·  fuel saving tips from EECA

·  cash flow forecasting to understand your financial situation

·  business continuity planning so that you can stay afloat through disruption and get back up to

speed faster

· our healthy business checklist to guide you through everyday actions you can do now to keep

your business strong.

Find Out More

Thinking Of Hiring Disabled People?

When you employ the 1 in 6 New Zealanders who are disabled, you’ll experience more creativity,

positive change, and stronger teams. Check out OneinSix.nz — a free employer resource.

Find Out More

Understanding ACC Weekly Compensation

ACC has new weekly compensation guides and videos for self-employed people who need support

while they’re injured and unable to work. If you have employees, share the guides with them too.

Find Out More

Protect Your Ideas Early To Help You Grow

World Intellectual Property Day on 26 April highlighted how creativity and innovation, supported by

IP rights, can help businesses grow. Learn how protecting ideas early helped Les Mills International

grow from a small New Zealand fitness business into a global brand.

Find Out More

Sick Leave: What You Need To Know

If your employees are sick, encourage them to stay home. It will give them a chance to recover,

and prevent other people from getting sick. Learn what to do when someone gets sick, what they’re

entitled to, and how to manage sick leave.

Learn About Sick Leave

BNH Team Helps To Restore Rosedale Park

Recently, our team got hands-on at the Restore Rosedale Park site, tackling invasive Morning Glory

— a fast-growing vine that threatens native plants and slows forest regeneration. Removing it is a

vital step in helping our native ecosystem recover and thrive.

Healthy natural environments support not just biodiversity, but also stronger, more resilient

communities and businesses. By investing time in restoration efforts, we’re helping build a more

sustainable future for the North Harbour region.

With around 4,000 businesses in the area, even small collective actions can make a huge impact.

Together, we can transform our landscape and create a legacy we can all be proud of.

Interested in getting involved? Volunteering is a great way to support local restoration while

building team engagement and environmental leadership.

Visit restoringrosedalepark.org.nz to find out about volunteering with Te Hōnonga a Iwi / Restoring

Rosedale Park.
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Read More

Welcome To Our Newest Members

A warm welcome to the businesses that have recently joined Business North Harbour. Drop in, say

hello, and support local where you can.

RIVAL Wealth 

Oh So Smooth

Skin Journey with Suzy 

Taste Greece 

Hande Holistic Health and Beauty Clinic 

Owners Voice 

Base Strength and Conditioning 

Transport Governance Reform In Auckland

New legislation has been passed that changes how transport is planned, governed and delivered in

Auckland. The Local Government (Auckland Council) (Transport Governance) Amendment Act

2026 introduces three key changes:

A new Auckland Regional Transport Committee (ARTC) will lead long‑term transport

planning, including a 30‑year Transport Plan and the Regional Land Transport Plan.

A statutory CCO will continue to deliver public transport services.

Auckland Council will take on all other transport functions, including Road Controlling

Authority responsibilities, shifting decision‑making from Auckland Transport to the Governing

Body and local boards.

These changes must be implemented within six months. Work is already underway, including staff

consultation, new governance arrangements, and transition planning across policies, systems and

processes. Transport Change Director Steve Mutton is overseeing the transition for both council

and Auckland Transport.

Full information regarding the legislation change will be available on the New Zealand legislation

website, following Royal assent.

NZ Legislation Website

BNH Mother’s Day Promo 2026

Celebrate Mum this Mother’s Day with a month of special offers, thoughtful gifts, and feel‑good

experiences from your favourite local retailers and service providers.

Throughout the weeks leading up to Mother’s Day on Sunday 10
th

 of May, participating businesses

are rolling out exclusive Mother’s Day promotions — from pampering treatments and personalised

services to unique gifts, limited‑time bundles, and heartfelt surprises designed to make Mum feel

truly appreciated.

Shop Now

Albany ANZAC Day Commemoration

On April 25, 2026, the Albany community gathered at Albany Hall for a moving ANZAC Day service

honouring those who served, featuring heartfelt tributes, student reflections, and a strong sense of

local remembrance.

Read More About The Service

Strengthen Your Workforce With CNSST’s

Professional Support

CNSST is committed to empowering employers and employees with practical, high-impact services

designed to build capability, confidence, and long-term success in the workplace.

Recruitment Support Services (English & Chinese)

Connecting Employers with Skilled, Job‑Ready Talent
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CNSST provides comprehensive Recruitment Support Services in both English and Chinese, helping

organisations reach a wider talent pool and streamline the hiring process.

Their team supports employers by identifying suitable candidates, bridging language and cultural

gaps, and ensuring a smooth recruitment experience from start to finish.

Key benefits:

Access to bilingual recruitment support

Strong connections with diverse job‑ready candidates

Reduced hiring time and improved candidate matching

Support tailored to employer needs

Learn More (English)

Learn More (Chinese)

Workplace Literacy & Numeracy Course (English)

CNSST’s Workplace Literacy & Numeracy Course strengthens employees’ everyday communication,

reading, writing, and numeracy skills — core capabilities that directly improve workplace

performance. It’s ideal for organisations wanting to lift staff confidence, productivity, and long-term

development.

Course outcomes include:

•  Improved workplace communication

•  Stronger reading and writing skills

•  Enhanced numeracy for daily tasks

•  Increased employee confidence and engagement

Learn More

Mental Wellbeing Support With Hearts & Minds

Hearts & Minds is a community wellbeing organisation that generates positive health outcomes by

providing support across Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland and Tai Tokerau Northland. They connect

people to resources and support that can transform lives.

Find out more about their work at heartsandminds.org.nz.

And don’t forget to take 2 minutes to complete the Hearts & Minds community survey.

Take The Survey

Join The EMA Now And Save 25%

This is your opportunity to join the EMA and access expert support for all your employment

relations and health and safety questions.

As a member of Business North Harbour, the EMA is offering you an exclusive discounted rate of

25% off your membership for your first year when you sign up.

This offer is only valid until the end of August 2026.

Questions? Contact Nicole Donahoe at Nicole.Donahoe@ema.co.nz or 027 369 5833.

Join Now

Unlock Your Business Potential With A Chamber

Mentor

For over 165 years, the Auckland Business Chamber has helped businesses navigate challenges

and seize opportunities. Whether you need clarity on your next move, support developing new

skills, or guidance launching a startup, our Chamber Mentors are here to help.

When you work with a Chamber Mentor, you'll also receive 1-year FREE Entry Level Chamber

Membership.

 
Auckland Business Chamber offers connections to help understand and grow your business through

knowledge, experience and support.

More about Mentors

Ingham North Harbour’s Demo Sale Now On

Near-new. High-spec. Petrol & Hybrid. Seriously good value.

Our Hyundai Kona, Hyundai Tucson & Hyundai Santa Fe demonstrators are up for grabs - including

fuel-saving hybrid options with that smooth, electric-feel drive.

Think delivery-km vehicles, premium specs, lower running costs, and sharp pricing… all without the

brand-new price tag.

✔ Lower price, same great drive, no ORC

✔ Hybrid options = better efficiency & fewer fuel stops

✔ Upgrade your features (for less)

✔ Available now - no waiting,

Limited stock so get in quick!

On now at Ingham North Harbour -175 Wairau Road, North Shore.

Book My Test Drive
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LinkedIn Facebook Instagram

Are You An Expert In Your Field? Contribute To FYI

Magazine

Are you an expert in your field and want to contribute an expert opinion piece for an upcoming

edition of FYI magazine? We’re featuring insights from industry leaders to capture what’s really

happening on the ground across different sectors and regions.

We’re particularly interested in your perspective on the current “vibe” of your area or industry —

looking beyond headlines to understand the real activity, energy, and direction of the market. This

edition will also explore the impact of the ongoing fuel crisis, and we would value your insights on

how it is affecting your sector or region.

Some of the themes we’d love you to touch on include:

•  Current level of business activity and momentum

•  Changes in customer behaviour or demand

•  What you’re seeing day-to-day “on the ground”

•  Key challenges and emerging opportunities

•  Trends shaping the near future

•  Your outlook for the next 6–12 months

The piece is a 300-word content piece and we’re happy for it to reflect your personal voice and

perspective.

Interested? Get in touch and we’ll share details and timelines. We’d be delighted to include your

insights.

Get In Touch

Buy Local

Don’t forget to join the Buy North Harbour Facebook group to promote your business

products and services and support your North Harbour neighbours.

Join Now

Follow Us & Stay In The Loop

Stay connected with us beyond the inbox. Join our online community to get the latest

updates, behind- the- scenes moments, and insights created just for you. Follow along and be

part of the conversation.

Love This Email? Share It With Your Team!

If you’ve got colleagues who’d enjoy staying in the loop about our events, opportunities, and

updates, feel free to forward this email their way. We’d love to welcome more of your team into

our community!

It’s easy for them to join. By simply clicking the link below and signing up to our mailing

list, they’ll get all the latest news straight to their inbox.

Sign Up to YOUR eNews

Our Valued Partners 

CONTACT: 09 968 2222 WEBSITE: www.businessnh.org.nz

EMAIL: admin@businessnh.org.nz OFFICE: Level 1, Unit 2, 322 Rosedale Road, Rosedale 

POSTAL: PO Box 303126, North Harbour
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